
MLA DOCUMENTATION STYLE
This is the documentation style of the Modern Language Association. 
This style is typically used for papers in English and humanities courses 
as well as foreign language courses.

MLA Documentation is made up of two 
Components:

1. AN IN-TEXT CITATION introducing the source material

2. A WORKS CITED ENTRY for each source cited in the 
paper.



Your IN-TEXT CITATION should include:

Author’sName
Author’sExpertise
Title of the Source
Page number of the exact material, in
parentheses at the end of the source
material used in your paper.



Example A:

Raymond A. Schroth, dean of Fordham College and author of
The American Journey of Eric Sevareid, in his article ñManic
Capitalist System Fueled by Advertisingòargues ñtherise of
advertising coincided with a change in the way we viewed
human natureò(62).

Let’s break the introduction down to its 
component parts:

Å Authorôs name:  Raymond A. Schroth

Å Authorôs expertise:  dean of Fordham College and author of The 
American Journey of Eric Sevareid

Å Title of source:ñManic Capitalist System Fueled by Advertisingò

Å Parenthetical page number: (62).

NOTICE the page number in parentheses.  There is no p. or pg.



In MLA documentation, nothing else EVER appears in 

parentheses –only the page number.

The page number in parentheses after the 
source material serves two purposes:

The page number marks the END of the 
source material.

The page number indicates where 
(specifically) someone else could find the 
passage you used but in the original 
document.



Example B:
John E. Calfee, resident scholar at the American Enterprise
Institute, a conservative think thank in Washington D.C., in his
article “HowAdvertising Informs to Our Benefit,”claims that
advertising regularly gives consumers “immenseamounts of
information”that benefits more than just the advertiser (85).

Let’s break the introduction down to its component parts:

ÅAuthor’s name:  John E. Calfee

ÅAuthor’s expertise:  resident scholar at the American 
Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank in Washington 
D.C.,

ÅTitle of source: άIƻǿ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ LƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ hǳǊ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘέ
ÅParenthetical page number: (85)



Punctuation and the Parenthetical 
Page Number

Direct Quote:  “. . . coincided with a change in 
the way we viewed human nature” (62).

üNotice the end quotation makes BEFORE the 
parentheses and the period AFTER the parentheses.

Paraphrase:  that benefits more than just the 
advertiser (85).

üNotice the period AFTER the parentheses



Internet Sources and Page Numbers

For internet sources, use the numbering system on the 
print out you receive for that material, unless otherwise 
instructed by your teacher.

ExampleΥ  άŀǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
viewing ƘǳƳŀƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ όо ƻŦ тύΦ

The Author’s Name should be stated fully the first time 
you use and introduce a source.

In subsequent references to the same source, the author 
can be referred to by his/her Last Name Only.



Example A:
First time:  Raymond A. Schroth, dean of Fordham College and 

author of The American Journey of Eric Sevareid, in his article 
άaŀƴƛŎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ CǳŜƭŜŘ ōȅ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎέ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ Φ Φ Φ

Later in the argument:  Schroth argues . . .

Author’s Expertise needs to be stated in first introduction, and here’s why:

× !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀŘŘǎ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  ¦{9 ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
advantage.

× Readers read differently when they know that they are reading EXPERT 
testimony.  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎƻ ¢9[[ ¢I9aΦ

× !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
supporting material, not just anybody.



Titles
ÇTITLES should be underlined or italicized if they are the 

title of a book, movie, television program, or magazine title.

ÇTITLES should be in “quotation marks” if they are the title 
of an article or chapter in a book or an article in a 
magazine.

Ç If you choose NOT to introduce your sources within your 
ǘŜȄǘ όŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊύΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
what you would do:

“The rise of advertising coincided with a change in the 
way we viewed human nature” (Schroth 62).



WORKS CITED 
EACH source introduced and USED in your paper should have a 

corresponding entry on your Works Cited page.

Example A:

In-text: Raymond A. Schroth, dean of Fordham College and author of The American Journey of Eric 
SevareidΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άaŀƴƛŎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ CǳŜƭŜŘ ōȅ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎέ

Works Cited Entry:  
SchrothΣ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ !Φ  άaŀƴƛŎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ CǳŜƭŜŘ ōȅ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎΦέ National

Catholic Reporter 7 Nov. 1997: 60-75.

Example B:

In-text: John E. Calfee, resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative think 
ǘƘŀƴƪ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5Φ/ΦΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άIƻǿ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ LƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ hǳǊ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘΣέ

Works Cited Entry:
CalfeeΣ WƻƘƴ 9Φ  άIƻǿ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ LƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ hǳǊ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘΦέ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

Magazine Apr. 1998: 76-90.



If you want to quote a source WITHIN another 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΥ

Say that you have an article written by John Johnson. However,
what you want to use is a quote by Robert Robertson. Here’s
what that would look like.

Robert Robertson, head of research and development at Hewlett
Packard, reports that even the economic slump of the early 21st

century could not stop the growth in the computer industry (qtd. in
Johnson, 107).

Works Cited Entry:

Johnson, John.  Rapid Development in the Computer Industry in the 

Early 21st Century.  New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2008.



Works Cited
CalfeeΣ WƻƘƴ 9Φ  άIƻǿ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ LƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ hǳǊ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘΦέ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ 

Research Magazine Apr. 1998: 76-90.

DouglasΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŀƴŘ .ŜǘƘ aΦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎΦ  ά{ǳōǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ CŀƳƛƭȅΚ 

!ƴ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦέ 

Communication Research, Feb. 1996: 107.

LiebermanΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ LΦ  ά²Ƙȅ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ IŀǘŜ ¢±έ Policy Review May/June 1996: 

98. Professional Collection. Infotrac. Mesabi Range College Lib., Virginia, 

MN. 14 Feb.2005. <web4.infotrac.galegroup.com>.

SchrothΣ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ !Φ  άaŀƴƛŎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ CǳŜƭŜŘ ōȅ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎΦέ 

National Catholic Reporter 7 Nov. 1997: 60-75.



There are a variety sources that you could 
discover.  Here are some examples:

VMore than three authors

VArticle from a database available through our 
library

VInternet sites

VBooks

VArticles within a book

VBook with an editor (or two)



What ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
put your Works Cited entry together?

ÁGet yourself a grammar and mechanics handbook.  The 
good ones should contain all the information you need to 
document correctly.  Find an example for the kind of source 
you have and follow the example.

ÁUse the References features of Microsoft Office 2007.  (Be 
careful, though, because this software is not without its 
flaws.  You still need to know how to make the entries 
correct.) 

ÁDƻ ǘƻ a[!Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ at:   http://www.mla.org

ÁAsk your instructor.

http://www.mla.org/
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