
The times, they are aõchangingé

Transitioning from high school to college.



The transition from high school to college for students 
with disabilities is not difficult as long as you 

understand the differences and prepare for the new 
challenges that you will face. Accessing community 

agencies such as MN Rehab Services, State Services for 
the Blind, and Center for Independent Living can 
provide students with the support, guidance, and 

direction during the transition process and assistance 
while attending college.



Accommodations are designed to give students equal access to the 
learning environment. An individualized plan of accommodations 

is designed based on disability documentation. Students must 
meet with the collegeõs Disability Services Office to request 
accommodations.  Accommodations are not retroactive.  In 

addition, the student should have ready professional 
documentation of their disability (medical doctor, psychiatrist, 

psychologist, etc.).  IEP's alone are accepted as professional 
documentation, unless they accompany a current 

evaluation/assessment.
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Colleges do not have to provide readers for personal use or study.

Colleges do not have to provide any special tutorial services other than what is provided for 
the general student population.

Students cannot demand specific auxiliary aids as long as colleges provide methods of 
assistance that allow for equal opportunity.

Colleges do not have to provide academic adjustments if these adjustments would 
fundamentally alter the nature of the course or program of study.

Colleges do not have to provide course substitutions when the academic requirements are 
essential to a program of study or necessary to meet licensing prerequisites.

Colleges do not have to provide academic adjustments if this would place an undue burden on 
the institution.

Colleges are not required to lower admission criteria for applicants with disabilities.



Documentation of a disability is the basis for 
providing accommodations. Understanding 
what the disability is, and determining how 

to accommodate the student in the 
postsecondary setting, is the main focus of 

providing support services. In order to 
receive disability services in college, students 
will need to have current documentation of 
their disability. The legislation states that in 

order to receive services from a 
postsecondary institution, a person with a 

disability must first disclose his/her disability 
to the collegeõs Disability Services Office.



The documentation must be current (i.e. no more than three years old).

The documentation must include the diagnostic 
evaluation/assessment (not just the IEP). 

The documentation should include recommendations for what 
accommodations/modifications are needed and why. 

The focus should be on whether the information adequately 
documents the existence of a current disability and need for an 
academic adjustment.


