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Things to think about before starting college.

Are you motivated to do your best and 
work hard?

Have you taken the high school courses 
that you need to get accepted and/or 
prepare for college level?

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜƴ !/¢Ωǎκ{!¢ϥǎ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
placement test (Accuplacer) at a 
community/technical college?



Are you familiar with assistive technology 
that my help you succeed in school?

Talk to people who have gone to college 
and ask what they liked about it.

Think about what the campus is like and 
schedule a tour.

Think about what you want in a college 
setting (class size, location).



Think about extra curricular activities on 
campus and how/if you could become 
involved. 

Attend college fairs and open houses to get 
more information and meet faculty and staff.

Make a transition plan with your high school 
guidance counselor, case manager, regular or 
special education teacher so you have all the 
high school credits you need to go to college.



Schedule a meeting with the 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
Director. 

.Ŝ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ 
rules and code of conduct.

¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
resource.



Community Colleges, Technical Colleges, 
and Universities



Technical Colleges

Technical colleges offer technical 
training programs in a specific career 
-- automotive mechanic, computer 
technician, administrative assistant, 

phlebotomist, carpenter, etc. Though 
some general courses are required, 
most programs focus on training for 
a specific career. Programs can offer 

a certificate, diploma, and/or 
degree.



Community Colleges

Community Colleges offer AA (Associate of Arts), 
AAS (Associate of Applied Science) or AS (Associate 

of Science) degrees. Most courses are general 
education (liberal arts) courses, but students also 

have the opportunity to take career courses in 
fields such as nursing, business, computers, etc. 
Students who are unsure of their career plans or 
apprehensive about starting at a major university 
can take their first two years of general study at a 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ άŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ 
graduating, students can transfer to a university to 
complete their four year degree. Because colleges 

count and transfer credits differently, students 
should work with an advisor to ensure they are 

meeting the requirements. 


